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Electricity Crisis in Kashmir 

	
Srinagar, 17 Feb. 2018                                  Public	Debate	and	Sample	Survey	Data	
	
The Kashmir Valley with 6.9 million people, as per 2011 census, has faced 
electricity shortages for decades now, particularly through the long months of 
winter. Yet, every year this crisis has only deepened. Successive governments 
have failed to deal with this crisis, and have only blamed the consumer and in 
return the consumer blames the government. Many experts and locals argue 
that the electricity deficit valley faces is due to many reasons – main being the 
continuing hegemony of National Hydro Power Corporation (NHPC) over 
the majority of hydro-power projects and second the inability and indecision 
on part of the state government to upgrade vital distribution infrastructure. 
 
To get a wider debate started on this grave issue faced by everyone in the 
valley, The Kashmir Institute organized this public debate and to put our case 
in better way, we also ran a sample survey, the data of which is given below.  
 
In this public debate, we have a panel of eminent speakers:  
 
Mr. Iftikhar Drabu, expert on energy and power, 
Mr. N. A. Kakroo, General Manager – Technical, Power Development 
Corporation 
Mr. Shakil Romshoo, Head, Department of Earth Sciences at Kashmir 
University 
Mr. Syed Shakeel Qalander, former president of FCIK and member of KCSDS 
Mr. Hashmat Qazi, S.E., Power Development Department  
 
Moderated by Mr. Riyaz Masroor, senior journalist working with the BBC 
 
 
 
	

The Kashmir Institute is a non-partisan think-tank that strives to 
work towards creating an intellectual space, global awareness, and 

promotion of crucial socio-political aspects concerning the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir 
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Sample Survey Data 
 
The sample survey was conducted through online platforms in which 417 responses were 
received from people across the Kashmir Valley. We are planning to conducts more such 
surveys and hoping that the outcome of this debate will initiate more focused work in future. 
 
Results 
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45.1% - Incompetence 
of the state govt. 
 
34.5% - Monopoly 
over hydro-electricity 
by the NHPC 
 
18.2% - Less 
accountability in the 
government 
 
2.2% - Lack of 
resources to generate 
electricity 
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42.7% - Make	govt.	accountable	for	generation	and	distribution	of	electricity 
32.1% - Stop	non-state	companies	from	hydro-electricity	generation 
13.2% - Hydro-electricity	generation	by	private	companies	
6.2% - None	of	the	above	|	5.8% - Invest and introduce solar/wind energy 
 
 
Responses	by	people	on	asking	for	alternatives	or	suggestions: 
 

Ø Electricity produced in Kashmir should be distributed to the state first 
and then exported.  

Ø The electricity exported should generate revenue, which should in turn 
be utilized to expand sources of energy generation and looking for 
alternate energy resources like solar energy tech. 

Ø Get a better power sharing deal with the NHPC for a start. Investments 
should be made in smaller hydro-power projects which will require 
less investment and also carry less dangers to environment. Stop non-
state companies from hydro electricity generation. 

Ø Only the more accountability of govt. and well prescribed distribution 
and cut-off. 

Ø People must use electricity judiciously but we don't do that.  
Ø Proper electricity distribution system should come into existence and 

state must get 24*7 electricity as now meters are installed in most of 
places.  
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Ø Government should seriously think over more generation of hydro 
electricity and investment in solar and wind energy sector. Also need 
of the hour is to end corruption in the PDD, particularly among the 
field staff. Power distribution should be privatized so that more 
efficiency comes in it. 

Ø T&D of power should be outsourced. JKPDD or NHPC is secondary. 
Moreover outsourcing is possible. Fighting central govt. is difficult. At 
least we can have better electricity until we 'win'. Increase in 
distribution efficiency and proper load estimation. Decreased power 
budgeting. 

Ø We have infrastructure problem as well as demand for electricity is 
more than generation what ever we produce NHPC is looting it.  

Ø If state does not have the electricity then what is the fun of generation 
of electricity from the valley. The electricity we produce as a state 
should be distributed within the state first and then in the rest of the 
country. Our state government goes on to distribute it to entire North 
India and we suffer. And winters are inevitable why doesn't state make 
arrangements for it beforehand? Why do we have to suffer from the 
same electricity crisis every winter?  

Ø More investment in solar power. 
Ø When our occupied land and power projects are freed from occupiers 

and collaborators. 
Ø We should learn from Himachal Pradesh. They are investing a lot of 

money on micro hydroelectricity projects. There is a micro project in, 
almost, every village. Second important point is that govt. has to stop 
power theft, only they can stop it.  

Ø We should all act vibrant and stop the illegal and unethical practices in 
our offices and households. Suspend the corrupt officers who are 
responsible for load shedding for their own interests, have a regular 
check on the working of meters and look up for the hooks.  

Ø Make more projects for generation and take previous back from NHPC 
and make all employees as well as people accountable.  

 
 

Note: If you would like to stay in touch with us, or want to be invited for our 
future programs and events, stay updated with what we do, or want to share some 

feedback, do drop us an email at contact@kashmirinstitute.org or call us at +91-
7006904292. We would love to hear from you. Thank you. 
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